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1, Nomadism

The nomzdic populatzon of Afzghanistan i1s 2o0out 2,431,296, The
movements of the nomads are both from province to province within the country
and from this country to the neighbouring country of Pakastan, The
movement involves the whole community including their exttle, sheep, goit
wnnd camels, and takes place more or less 2t fixed periods ench year wnd
covers 2 fixed circurt for intra-country movementis, whilst the commmunity
moves 28 a whole regularly out and back every year through the same svecific
route for inter-country movements.

2, Movement within the country

2,1 From Low Kataghan plains to Kokcha valley ain the province of
Badakshan

The moving pastural cormunities of low Kataghan ploing migrate
from Kataghan to Kokcha valley of Badakshan, which 1s situated 2t 2
height of 2,000 metres and 18 rich in grazing grounds in summer, and
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returr to Kataghan plains in wanter. The upward movement of the
populziion along with their catgle starts early in May >nd 13 complct &
by the end of the month. The wmoving pastural communities spend theo.x
summer in cooler places likc haghor areas in Badakshan, grow theirx
farms, participate an harvestaing of crops, utilise the grazing grouac
of Kokcha valley as summer pasture areas ard return to the lou Kataz.nn
plains in September and sometimes in the mddle of August, where thoy
spend their winter and get busy with local vocations.

This movement of population creates two kinds of problems:

a) Epidemoglogical- On account of ths possibility of antroduclicn
of malaria parasite carriers in the protccted areas of Kataghan
from the unprotected area of Badakshan, and;

b) Operational: On account of the absence of the pastural
population from their dwcllings in Kataghan provaince during the
spraying operations.

These dafficulties wore overcome by establishing check posta
on the route hsading from Faizibad, the capital of Badakshan, to
Kataghan, which 1s the only route by which the nomads travel.

The check posts are instructed to collcect blood films from all
available indivaiduals during the period of their roturn to H~itashm
from the grazing grounds as well as during their movement fron
Kataghan to Badakshan an May and trcat all malaria cases., The
opcerational difficulty was dezlit wath by sprayang their dwellings
irmedintely on the commenccment of spraying operations.

2.2 Movepent from the province of Nangarhar to the adjoining places
of the provinee of Kabul

The nom2d population of WNungarhar and adjoining places starts
moving along with their cattle to Kabul via Sarobi from early sprirg
(ifarch-Apr11) and cowplctes the upward movement oy the end of spring
(2bout mid-June). The population spends the sumer in cooler placce
of higher altitudecs of the province of Kabul by working in the ficlds
and rcturns to Nangarhir in ezrly autumn, The eastward movement
commences in mid-Qctober and i1s completed by the end of November.

This movement does not create any special malarin problem as 1t
takes places during the non-irwnsmssicn season and 23 both the provonces
are ancluded in the malaraa cradication programnme. As a specirl pre-
caution check posts are however established at strategic points through
which the nomids pass.
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3. JMovcaent from Afghanistan to Fakistan

The nemaes froa the contral hagh nlatcaug of Afghanistan vhich =re frae
Yrem a2laria move in l-orge numbers along with the catile to Prkastin duvriz
the =onth of Suptomber and remian in that couniry ihrsughout the winter 2nd
get busv v2th vork of :11 kinds, They start veturning to Afghaniotan in
the bevinning of Murch and complete their upwaird movenent by the end of
Aprizi. These pisturcl comunitices svend theiv surmer 2t 2igh altatude s of
the ceatral platews ol alghanistan, vhich =re rich an rrstures. Tacy ..row
their oyn farms and gardens and hive plenty of preen griss for thear cattle,
sheep, zoots mnd canel.

These movements werc, however, not possible in the yozr 1961 due to
closure of Afghan~Pikistn border.

It wi1ll be obgerved that this nomidic population spends i1ts surmer iu
1he ccntral high plateaus of Afghioniatan which are siturted 2t great ltitu-
des and are non-malarlouvs, and perform their novenent 2t a tame when there
18 practically no truaemission ol malaria, aed stay in Pakist~n during the
vinter months whon it is cxpecied that there will be no nnlaria in the country.
This vast movement of the population from one country to the other will
therefore have no serious epidemiologicgl repercussions, but still 2 strict
watch hag to be kept on exther s:de to seirch for parasite carriera for taexw
treatnent and for their follow up.

4. Check posts

Two check posts - cne at Kalafghar and the other at Frarabad in Katashan
and Badakchan respectively, have been estiblished it stralegnc poants in the
fixed circurt through which tne nomads pass between Katarhan and Badakshan.
Two other check posts - one a3t Dharamtar bridge and the other ai Sarlesnkhuan
have been esgtablished on str-tegic points i1n N ngarhar tarough vhach the
nomadic population regularly moves out and comes back every year. The
check posts are required to take blood films of all fever cises of nowmxds
paz3sing through their vosts and to adrunister presumptive treatment to them.
The blood slides are examined immedistely and radical tre-tment given to 211
the malaria positive crses. The epidemuwclogical investigition and follov up
of all positive cnscs is carried on by the malaria darcctor of the province
concerned.,



