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1. Nomadism 

The nomadic populztion of Afghmistan i s  soout 2,431,296. The 
novements of the nomzds src both from province t o  provlnce w i t h n  the  c o w t r y  
and from t h l s  country t o  the  neighbounng country of P l k l s t m .  The 
movement lnvolves the  whole co ;mni ty  lnc ludlng t h e r r  c z t z l e ,  sheep, g0. t  
3nd c s ~ e l s ,  rind trtkes p l l c e  more o r  l e s s  3t f ixed  periods eqch yezr 2nd 
covers 3 Plxed cr rcwi t  f o r  mtrs-country  movements, w b l s t  the  communrty 
moves 2s a whole r e g u l l r l y  out  and back every yezr through the ssnme s?seclf;c 
rou te  f o r  ~ n t e r - c o u n t r y  movements. 

2. Movement vrlthin t h e  country 

2.1 From Low Kcltwhan p l s i n s  t o  Kokchs v z l l e y  I n  the provlnce of 
Badakshan 

The novlng pzs tur l l  comunltlca of lorr f i t s g h m  plxn;:  tugpato 
from Kat2ghan t o  ICokchi v a l l e y  of Bsd3kshm, which 1s s l tu3 ted  2.t a 
helght  of 2,000 metres snd i s  r i c h  I n  grzzlng grounds I n  summer, and 



rcturr-  t o  K l t l g h m  p l s i n s  I n  wlnter.  The upward movement of t h ~  
popul-tlon along with t h e n  c l t t l e  s t ~ r t s  e-tr ly i n  M J ~  2nd i s  corplcc i 
by  the  end of thc month. T h 2  movlng p s s t u r l l  comnunltles spend tLc,r 
summer i n  cooler  p l x e s  l l k c  l v ~ h c r  a r e a s  i n  Bzidzkshsn, grow the11 
farms, p r i r t l c i p z ~ e  I n  hwves t ing  of crops, u t i l i s s  the  gr-miizg g r o u x  
of Kokchl v a l l e y  ss sumnt.r pzsture w e i s  x d  r c t u r n  t o  thc l o v  K3ta$;.lr? 
p l 3 i n s  i n  September and sometimes i n  the  m d d l e  of August, where tlloy 
spend t h e i r  wlnter  m d  get  busy v i t h  l o c a l  voc-itions. 

T h x s  movement of popul2tlon c r e a t c s  two kinds of problems: 

a) E ~ i d e n u o l o g ~ c s l -  On account of t h e  possibility of introduction 
of 1313112 p a r a s i t e  c l r r l e r s  i n  the  protected crress of K s t s g h n  
from the  unprotected 3re3 of Bsdskohm, snd;  

b )  Operational: On 3ccount of the  13sence of the  p3stclril  
populntlon from t h e n  dwclllngs i n  KatLxghan province during the  
sprsylng oper l t ions .  

These d l f f i c u l t l e s  were overcome by e s t a b l i s b n g  check posr;s 
on the  r o u t e  h s ~ d l n g  from F ~ l z l b ~ d ,  t h e  c 3 p i t l l  of Badakshan, t o  
K.~Cxghsn, w h c h  i s  t h e  only rou te  by whlch the  nomsds t r ? v e l .  
The chock pos t s  nre ins t ruc ted  t o  c o l l c c t  blood fllms from a l l  
av3 l l ab le  i n d i v i d u ~ l s  during the  perlod of t h e i r  r s t u r n  t o  Eoia;hcai, 
f r o n  the gr3zlng grounds a s  i t e l l  2s during t h c l r  movenent f r o n  
ICstaghan t o  B ~ d c r k s h  I n  h y ' l n d  t r c s t  311 ~ 3 1 2 n 3  c3ses. The 
opcrrt t ionll  d i f F i c u l t y  w s s  d e z l t  wlth by spraylng t h e i r  d ~ ~ e l l l n g o  
inmedlztely on the  comencemcnt of spraylng opcr?tlons. 

2.2 Movement from t h e  provlnce of N=ni.?rh>r t o  the  ~ ~ ~ . i o i n i n n  plcccs  
of t h e  provlncc of Kabul 

The nomd p o p u l ~ t l c n  of N m g z r h ~ r  and ~ d j o l n l n g  pl?ces s t a r t s  
movlng along 111th t h e i r  c a t t l e  t o  Kabul v i a  S i rob i  fror e l r l y  sp r icg  
( i h r c h - ~ ~ r i l )  2nd coniplctes t h e  upwwd movement oy the  end of spr lng 
(3bout mid-~une).  The popul?tion spends t h e  s u m e r  i n  cooler  p l l cco  
of higher n l tx tudcs  of the  province of Kabul by working i n  the  flcld:: 
and r e t u r n s  t o  N l n g l r h ~ r  i n  e l r l y  autunn. The e x h r a r d  ~ o v e n e n t  
conmences i n  .md-October 2nd 1s completed by the  end of Itovcmber. 

Thls movement does not  c r s z t e  m y  spec l s l  ma l l r i a  problem a s  i t  
t skes  pl?ccs during the  non- ' i rznsmss~on season 2nd 3; both the  p r o v z n c ~ s  
2re  included i n  the  rnl1m-u c r l d i c s t i o n  propamrle. A s  1 spec121 prb- 
c lu t lon  check pos t s  %re  howevor e s t ~ b l l s h e d  a t  str3tcigic po in t s  tlqxoUgh 
whlch the  nonlds pass. 



3 .  a v c x e n t  f ron  Affflurustan tc >?klstu? 

The nomias fro11 t:ic c c r ~ t r l l  h c h  al?tc-tus of Afgh-inlstrnl : rhch ;r- f~-sr- 
i r o a  (mlm-1'1 move i n  1-rge numbers llr,ri,- 1 ~ 1 t h  the  c - t c le  t o  P ~ h s t m  d d r 1 - i ~  
tho -lonth of i ; ~ p t m b e r  and remlltl I n  th-it country t h r s ~ g k ~ u t  the  w l n t s ~  2nd 
~ e t  busv ;lit% vork o f  -11 kinds. They s 5 x 3  1 - t  turning t o  Afghani-t3n i n  
t l ~  Si.\l,ming o f  BLrch 2nd complete t h e l r  upr?rd n o v e r ~ e ~ t  by tho end of 
dprxl. These p ~ s t u r - 1  comun1tli.s slstli[l t h e i r  suuner 2 t  -x&h ~ l t l t u r l c  r o l  
the  c e ~ ~ t r z l  p l s t e  aus o i  i r g h n l o , t i n ,  : :h~ch nrc rich i r ?  y >s tu res .  ' i ; ?c j  ,.rolr 
t h e i r  own f z m s  2nd glrdens 3nd t l v ~  plcnty  of ereon g r l s s  f o r  t h e n  c a t t l e ,  
sheep, s n t s  md c lne l .  

These movements were, however, not  poss lb le  I n  the y e 2  1961 due to 
c losure  of  Afghul-P~kist-tn border. 

It will be observed t h n t  t h i a  non-rdic popul l t ion  spands i ts surcc r  i i 1  

t h e  c e n t r a l  h;;h ~ l l t e a u s  of Afgh~nis tzn  w h c h  3ra s i t u ~ t e d  2 t  g r e s t  3 l t l t u -  
dcs  2nd I r e  n o n - ~ ? l s ~ ~ o u s ,  and p e r f o m  t h e i r  novencnt rit 3 time when the re  
i s  prac tic311y no tr  Lniznss1on o f  ~ z i l a r i a ,  3rd s t z y  i n  P ~ l u s t m  during t l ~ c  
xiinter nonths rrblon i t  is cxpccted t h ~ t  the re  w i l l  be no nz131lo i n  t h c  country. 
Thls v s e t  novement of the  population from one country t o  t h e  o the r  w i l l  
therefore  hrve no se r lous  epidermologicql repercussions,  b u t  st i l l  a s t n c t  
watch hzie t o  be kept  on e l t h e r  sxde t o  se-.rch f o r  p a r ~ s l t e  c a r r i o r s  f o r  tnelr  
t re- l tzent  md  f o r  t h e i r  follow up. 

4. ChsgIr posts  

Two check pos t s  - one ~t 12alafghm 2nd thc  o the r  a t  F?ilab3d i n  K-ta2hm 
and Badakohn respect ively ,  h v e  been e s t ~ b l l a h e d  1-t strategic po in t s  i n  Chc 
f ixed  c i rcux t  through whlch tne  nor ids  pass betrreen X3tarhcn znd Sx!d:shm. 
Two o the r  check posts  - one st D l u r ~ m t a r  br1dg.e and the  o the r  3t S3rloakh.~n 
hive  been e s t i b l i s h e d  on s t r - t e g i c  polnts  117 W ngarhar tnrough urhch t h e  
nonldlc population r e g u l l r l g  moves out  2nd coriles back evcrg :3e3r. The 
check pos t s  rrre required t o  t l k e  blood f i lms  of a11 fever  c ~ s s s  of nomld:: 
psss iog through t h e i r  ~ j o s t s  and t o  ~ d v n l s t e r  presumptlvo treatment t o  them. 
The blood g l i d e s  a r e  exxnncd i rmedi- te ly  and r x d i c s l  treatment a v e n  t o  sll 
t h e  mslnrla p s l t i v e  c-ses. The e p r d e m . o l o ~ c ~ 1  inves t lgz t ion  2nd f o l l o ~ ~  up 
of a l l  pos l t ive  czscs  i s  crirrlod on by thc  ma1an.x d l r e c t o r  of tho provlnco 
conccrncd. 


